
 
 
Hello South Carolina Teachers of Mathematics at any Level, 
 
I hope that each of you have wonderful students in your classrooms who 

enjoy learning in general and especially learning mathematics.  If the first 

sentence was true, can you imagine the scores on the end of course exams, 

SAT, ACT, any state-wide tests, as well as regular quizzes and exams you 

may give this semester.  I trust that each of us believe that our students are 

wonderful.  If we don’t, then I am not sure how much learning will take place 

regardless of how great the lesson plans are.  The second part of the 

sentence, “who enjoy learning in general”, might not be true 100% of the 

time, but should be true for  ____% (you fill in the blank) of the time or there 

is reason to teach.  If the last part of the sentence “especially learning 

mathematics” were true for some percentage  to 100%, then maybe the 

scores in the tests above would be at or above national levels.  If you want 

to learn how to have wonderful students who enjoy learning mathematics, 

come to the SCCTM Annual Math Conference on November 10 and 11 in 

Greenville, South Carolina at the TD Convention Center and meet some 

experts in field of teaching and learning mathematics.  

  
To make our organization even greater we need committed leaders, so take 
time to read the biographies of each of the candidates running for office this 
year and vote for whom you believe to be best.  You may vote online at the 
link provided up until 12:00 pm on Thursday, November 10

th
.   

  
Go on line at http://www.scctm.org and register for the conference.  Bring a 
colleague, or better yet, bring two so that we all can be Refreshed, 
Refocused, Renewed and Become Math Strong.  With your attendance we 
can make this conference one of the best we have ever had. Hope to see all 
of you in Greenville in November. 

Bill Whitmire 
SCCTM President 
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SCCTM Educator's Scholarship 
Bridget Coleman, VP-Post Secondary & Committee Chair 

This scholarship provides financial assistance of $1500 to a teacher 
pursuing an advanced degree in mathematics, mathematics 
education, or elementary education with an emphasis in mathematics. 
Eligibility requirements and an application form may be found on the 

SCCTM websites at www.scctm.org . 

SCCTM awards up to three teacher grants per 
year. Each grant can be up to $1500. Please 
check out our website to find more information 
about applying for the grant. The grant applications 
are due in April.  

 

Please submit articles 

to the  

MathMate!  

The MathMate 
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Apply for Teacher Grants 

Go to : 
http://www.scctm.org/The-MathMate to 
view copies of The MathMate and find out 
how you can submit an article. 

http://www.scctm.org
http://www.scctm.org/The-MathMate
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Platinum Sponsors 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Make plans to attend the conference now.  You can 
find a conference registration form on page 21 or 
click here to Register Online. Early Registration 
deadline is October 26, 2016. Prices increase after 
that date. Contact scctm.reg@gmail.com if you 
have questions about registration.  
 

HOTEL INFORMATION 
Go to the Conference Page of www.scctm.org to 
find a link to the Conference Hotel information. 
Rooms are available at four hotels. 
 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
May be found at http://www.scctm.org/resources/
Pictures/PrelPrg10-7.pdf. Updates will be posted 
soon. 

 
MORE INFORMATION 
Check www.scctm.org for conference information 
updates including the Pre-Conference Newsletters, 
etc. The Preliminary Program and Math Trail 
reservation forms will be available soon. 
 
We hope to see you there!  

It is time for our  

State Math Conference!!!

November 10-11 in Greenville 

Volunteers Needed 
If you would like to volunteer at the conference in Greenville, please  click here 

and complete the Time and Talents sheets. We appreciate your help!  

http://www.scctm.org/event-2243769
mailto:scctm.reg@gmail.com
http://www.scctm.org
http://www.scctm.org/resources/Pictures/HotelInfo2016.pdf
http://www.scctm.org/resources/Pictures/PrelPrg10-7.pdf
http://www.scctm.org/resources/Pictures/PrelPrg10-7.pdf
http://scctm.org/Resources/Documents/TimeandTalents2015.pdf
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SCCTM 2016  Election 

The South Carolina Council of Teachers of Mathematics holds elections each year.  
 
A President-Elect is elected every year with the winner holding an office for three years. During the first 
year this candidate serves as President-Elect, in the second year of office as President, and during the 
third year as Past President and Conference Chair. The Secretary, Vice-Presidents and NCTM 
Representative are elected for two-year terms and may run for a second term, serving a maximum of 
four consecutive years. This year, our members select a President-Elect, Secretary, Vice-President of 
Secondary, Vice-President of Elementary, and NCCTM Representative. 
  
The link for voting can soon be found on the home page of our website  http://www.scctm.org. Voting 
will continue till 12:00 Thursday, November 10th.  Winners will be announced during the business 
meeting November 10th.  

www.scctm.org 

Link for voting can be found on the home page of our website soon.  

Vote for 

President-Elect 

Secretary 

Vice President of Elementary 

Vice President of Secondary 

NCTM Representative 

NCTM 

http://www.scctm.org
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Candidates for the office of 

 President-Elect 

Debra Lynn Geddings Ph.D  
 
Dr. Debra Geddings is a Clinical Associate Professor in the 
Department of Mathematics at the University of South Carolina. She 
specializes in mathematics content courses for early childhood, 
elementary, and middle level education majors. Her interests include 
the use of technology in the classroom as a means to enhance the 
teaching and learning of mathematics, the impact of professional development programs on 
teacher practices and the use of inquiry-based instruction on student understanding. She currently 
works with local schools to develop communication between pre-service teachers and elementary 
students through the use of math buddy/pen pal journals. Dr. Geddings helps facilitate and 
participates in a Math Teacher’s Circle for middle level mathematics teachers.  
Dr. Geddings has taught mathematics at all levels. She teaches pre-service teachers’ mathematics 
content courses at her current position at the University of South Carolina. Previously, Dr. 
Geddings taught 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade mathematics at a private school in Camden, SC. She has taught 

K-9th grade mathematics at a school for students with learning differences in Boykin, SC and has 
taught 8

th
 grade mathematics in Fairfield County, SC. She has also taught secondary mathematics 

at Spring Valley High School in Columbia, SC. Dr. Geddings is committed to helping to enhance 
and improve the mathematics education of South Carolina students at all levels. 
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Leigh Haltiwanger 
Leigh Haltiwanger graduated from Clemson University in 1997 with 
a BS in Mathematics Teaching. In 2002, while teaching at Summerville 
High School, Leigh earned her M.Ed. in Secondary Mathematics from the 
Citadel. She is currently working on her Ph.D in Curriculum and 
Instruction in Mathematics at Clemson University. Leigh has six years of 
experience teaching high school mathematics and three years of 
experience teaching middle school mathematics. For five years, Leigh 
worked as an Instructional Specialist in Mathematics with the S

2
TEM Centers designing and 

delivering professional development in the areas of mathematical content, standards and 
standards alignment, formative and summative assessment, pedagogical content knowledge, 
best practices, and creating and sustaining professional learning communities. For the past five 
years, Leigh has worked with undergraduate and graduate students at Clemson University, 
teaching courses, coordinating programs, and supporting pre-service teachers in the field.  
Leigh is currently transitioning to the role of Interim Executive Director of Field and Clinical 
Partnerships and Outreach in the College of Education at Clemson University. Leigh has been 
an active member of SCCTM and served as the organization’s Vice President of Post-
Secondary Education from 2013-2015. For years, she has also been an active member of 
NCTM and AMTE. Additionally, she serves as the faculty advisor for the Clemson University 
Student Council of Teachers of Mathematics (CUSCTM). Leigh has attended and presented at 
numerous state and national professional conferences and has had six publications accepted to 
mathematics education journals. 
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Candidates for the office of VP Elementary 

Jennifer Wilson 
 
Jennifer Wilson is presently a fourth grade teacher at Midway 
Elementary School of Science and Engineering in Anderson School 
District Five. She has 23 years of experience teaching at the 
elementary and middle levels. She has taught fourth, fifth, and sixth 
grades. Jennifer is the mom of a 20-year-old son and a five-year-old 
daughter. She enjoys reading, learning, going to the beach, and 

spending time with her family and friends. Jennifer attends St. John's United Methodist Church 
and serves as a Sunday School teacher for the Friends in Christ adult class.  
Jennifer’s academic experiences include graduating from Coastal Carolina University with a 
bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and Furman University with a Master's in School 
Leadership and Supervision. She is National Board certified. Jennifer has been a member of 
SCCTM for years and has served as President-Elect, President, and Past-President/
Conference Chairperson. She has served as a mathematics presenter for her district and 
SCCTM. She is also an Authorized CASIO Educator. Jennifer has served as a mentor for 
National Board candidates, PAEMST candidates, and teacher cadets. She has also served on 
several SAFE-T committees in her district. Jennifer has also been a state semi-finalist for the 
Presidential Award for Excellent Math and Science Teachers.  

 
 

Wanda C. Noblin 
 
Wanda C. Noblin received her BA in Early Childhood Education from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1977 and her Master of 
Education in Early Childhood Education from the University of South 
Carolina in 1985.  Wanda has a Masters Plus 30 in Early Childhood 
Education and is National Board Certified, Early Childhood Generalist, 
Online Teaching Certified, PET/APT, SC Reading Initiative, SC Certified 
Child Care Trainer, Math Out of the Box Spartanburg District Three Trainer 

– Algebra/Data & Probability National Certified, and a Math Learning Center Mathematics and 
Early Childhood consultant. 
Wanda is currently a third grade mathematics and science teacher at Cowpens Elementary 
School.  She has also taught Kindergarten, First and Second grade.  Wanda has also worked as 
a Workshop Leader Curriculum Developer, an Extended Day Math Tutor as well as Adjunct 
Professor at several universities. 
Wanda is a member of SCCTM(current VP for Elementary), NCTM, SCAECE, NEA, International 
Reading Association, Greenville/Spartanburg Phi Delta Kappa, Spartanburg Council of Teachers 
(Secretary), President of the South Carolina Association of Children Under Six – District IV (now 
SCECA), SCECA State Board Member, Editor of Bits and Pieces (SCECA Newsletter). Wanda 
has presented at SCCTM Conferences, NCTM Annual Conferences, and the GCTM Annual 
Conference. 
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Candidates for the office of VP Secondary 

Charlotte Ihme 
 
Charlotte Ihme is a Geometry and Algebra 1 teacher at T.L. Hanna High 
School in Anderson 5. She has been teaching at T.L. Hanna for the past 
three years. In her first year at T. L. Hanna, she was selected as the 
school’s Rookie Teacher of the Year. Charlotte has been serving as an 
advisor for Student Council at Hanna since she was hired. This has allowed 
her to work with teachers at the district, regional and state level. 
Charlotte holds two degrees from Clemson University, a BA in Secondary Education: 
Mathematics and a BA in Mathematics. She is in the process of earning her Masters from 
Grand Canyon University in Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis in Technology. This 
year she was able to attend the ISTE National conference and has been receiving training to 
become a project based learning trainer. Charlotte was selected as an SCCTM Fellow this 
past year and truly feels her leadership and passion for math will help her be to serve SCCTM 
in the best way possible. 

Sherry Young 
 
Sherry Young received her BS degree in mathematics from 
Furman University in 1989 and her MEd in Secondary Mathematics 
from the University of South Carolina in 1993. She has taught 
secondary mathematics in several Pee Dee area schools including 
Hemingway High, South Florence High and most recently Johnsonville 
High. Sherry also taught for five years in Georgia at Newnan High School. She has been a 
presenter in years past at the SCCTM conference and also conducted workshops in 
Advanced Placement Calculus AB and BC for the Georgia State Department of Education. 
As a 27 year veteran of the classroom, Sherry has taught all levels and subjects in 
secondary math. She received National Board certification in 2012. She recently relocated 
to the Florence area and will be teaching at South Florence in the fall. Sherry is married to 
Eddie Young and has two children, Jewel and Savanna. 
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Candidate for Secretary 

Susanne Teague 
 
Susanne Teague, Associate Regional Coordinator, works closely 
with schools and districts in the S

2
TEM Centers SC Upcountry Region.  

Susie is currently focused on two S
2
TEM Centers SC signature 

programs:  the IQ-MA Research Project and the iSTEM Innovation 
Leadership Institute.  In these programs and in her site-based support 
of schools and districts in various stages on developing STEM 
programs, Susie applies her expertise in designing and delivering 

professional learning experiences that grow the leadership and learning capabilities of 
teachers and administrators.   
Prior to joining S

2
TEM Centers SC in 2007, Susie taught at Indian Land Elementary and 

Middle School.  Her teaching experience spans grades 3 – 8 and includes both mathematics 
and science.  With National Board Certification and a Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction, 
Susie has the passion and determination for life-long learning and establishing high-quality 
education experiences for students of all ages throughout South Carolina.   
With many school districts implementing one-to-one technology plans, Susie stays abreast of 
the best uses of learning technology.  Susie is researching and testing STEM and other 
teaching apps for iOS and Android devices.  See the apps she finds on the S

2
TEM Centers 

SC App of the Week posted on S
2
TEM Centers SC’s Facebook and Twitter Accounts! 

Through her research on learning through gaming, computer programming and computer 
science, Susie has become an enthusiast for children of all ages to learn coding!  With the 
availability of many articles, blogs, apps, websites, videos and tutorials, Susie is confident that 
when it comes to coding, anyone can get started, even without a computer. 

Register for the 
MATHCOUNTS 

Competition 

Series 

Check out 

www.mathcounts.org 

for more information. 

P 
L 
A 
T 
I 
N 
U 
M 
 

Sponsors 

http://mathcounts.org/


 

 
 

Page 9 South Carolina Council of Teachers of Mathematics  

Candidate for NCTM Representative 

Ryan Higgins 
 
Ryan Higgins is currently an assistant professor of education in 
the Wiggins School of Education at Coker College in Hartsville, SC. She 
has been at Coker for 3 years teaching mathematics methods courses, 
science methods courses, and mathematics for elementary 
teachers. She earned her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction at the 
University of Louisville in Kentucky in 2013.  
Ryan has been a member of NCTM since 2010 and has presented at 
the annual conference 3 times. Those presentations included topics such as teaching middle 
school geometry in the outdoors, teacher use of student data, and use of socratic method in the 
mathematics classroom. In 2014, With an undergraduate student, Ryan earned a MET grant 
from NCTM to complete work on 4th graders' understanding of the fraction unit. The early 
stages of the research were presented at the SCCTM annual conference in Myrtle Beach. 
Additionally, Ryan has presented at the annual conferences of the Indiana Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics and Kentucky Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 

Mary Pat Sjostrom 
 
Mary Pat Sjostrom’s dedication to improving mathematics 
education in the U.S. led her to join the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics early in her teaching career, and she was 
an active member of state organizations in Florida, Georgia and 
Hawaii. Mary Pat has regularly presented at state and national 
conferences. As soon as she accepted the position of associate 
professor at Winthrop University in 2014, she contacted SCCTM to 
learn how to become involved, and was asked to run for NCTM representative. Mary Pat has 
been happy to serve in that position for the past two years, and especially enjoyed working 
with the dedicated members of the SCCTM board and meeting so many enthusiastic teachers 
at the fall conference. She would be delighted to continue this service to South Carolina 
mathematics teachers. 
Mary Pat holds a Ph.D in Mathematics Education from Georgia State University and her 
teaching experience spans elementary, middle and high school. At the university level she has 
taught mathematics methods courses for elementary, middle, secondary and special 
education teachers. At Winthrop Mary Pat teaches secondary mathematics methods courses 
and mathematics for elementary, middle and special education preservice teachers, and 
supervises interns in local high schools. 
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Computer Science Standards 
 
The Offices of Standards and Learning and Career and Technology Education in the South 
Carolina Department of Education are about to begin the exciting process of developing South 
Carolina Computer Science Standards throughout the 2016 – 17 school year.  Standards 
development team members have been selected and notified by the South Carolina Department of 
Education, and our first writing team meeting is this Friday, September 2, 2016.  Below is the 
projected timeline of this project.  Email Lindsay Boozer via lboozer@ed.sc.gov with any questions. 

mailto:lboozer@ed.sc.gov


 

Page 11 South Carolina Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

You can find a link to activities, ideas, and information about teaching the metric 

system on our website under Quick Links on the Home page.  

http://www.scctm.org
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Congratulations to the 

 SCCTM 2016 Math Media Contest Winners 
 

The artwork was related to this year’s theme, Refresh, Refocus, Renew... Be MathStrong!  
Each First Place Winner will be awarded $50.00 at the 2016 SCCTM Annual Conference and 
the sponsoring Teacher will receive a complimentary one-year SCCTM membership.  Winning 
artwork will be showcased at the 2016 SCCTM Annual Conference and EdVenture Children’s 
Museum.   Congratulations to the four winners below.  

  Grade Band 6-8:      Grade Band:  9-12  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stephanie Ponce-Rico Busbee, Grade 7   Tyler A. Gainey, Grade 9   

  Creative Arts Academy      Darlington County Schools  

  Teacher:   Stephanie Hucks   Math Teacher:   Michelle Greene 

  Grade Band: K-2      Grade Band:   3-5  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  Blake Bridges, Grade 2      Adyson Stancil, Grade 5  

  Cowpens Elementary     Cowpens Elementary  

  Math Teacher:  Wanda Noblin   Math Teacher:  Wanda Noblin 
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    Dr. Lee Stiff 
 

Dr. Ed Burger 

 

Jerry Pallotta 

 
2016-17 SCCTM 
 Gold Sponsors 

Refresh, Refocus, Renew . . . . 

Be MathStrong! 

    2016 Keynote Speakers 

 

Contact Lane Peeler at 

SCCTM.exhibits@gmail.com for 

information regarding Exhibit Booths and 

Sponsorship opportunities. 
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    2016 Keynote Speakers 

    Glenna Tabor 
 

Adam Dovico 

2016-17 SCCTM 
 Gold Sponsors 

Other Featured Speakers 
Candice Brucke  Bernard Frost 
Kim Goff    Afreeka Miller 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
May be found at 

 http://www.scctm.org/resources/Pictures/PrelPrg10-7.pdf 

Refresh, Refocus, Renew . . . . 

Be MathStrong! 

http://www.scctm.org/resources/Pictures/PrelPrg10-7.pdf
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SCCTM Sponsors and Donors 
The South Carolina Council of Teachers of Mathematics seeks (1) to encourage and 
stimulate greater interest in mathematics and its applications; (2) to encourage and provide 
opportunities for exchange of ideas and materials related to the instruction of mathematics; 
(3) to further the cooperative study of problems related to the teaching of mathematics at all 
levels; and (4) to work for the improvement of mathematics instruction at all levels of 
education. As a nonprofit organization, SCCTM relies upon its membership; events; and 
business, institutional and private sponsorships and donations to help offset expenses and 
promote the advancement of mathematics educational opportunities for educators in the 
State of South Carolina. 
 

We appreciate the continued support of past corporate and institutional sponsors. In the past 
such sponsorships were usually tied directly to our Fall Conference. Beginning with the 2012
-2013 year SCCTM adopted a new policy for year-long acknowledgements and partnerships 
with our sponsor contributors and benefactors who provide the support that enables the 
organization to bring an exceptional level of Professional Development and Benefits to our 
members. 
 

If you would like to become a sponsor or make a contribution, please contact Lane Peeler at 
scctm.exhibits@gmail.com. 
 

While all contributor levels are acknowledged here, additional recognition and partner 
opportunities are offered to our Platinum, Gold, and Silver Sponsors. Please be sure to 
check out the Platinum Sponsor websites, and note our sponsors’ ads in this publication. As 
a member, please be sure to let these sponsors and contributors know you appreciate their 
support. 
 

SCCTM gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors for the 2016-2017 year. 
 

 Platinum Sponsors 
(click on each Platinum Sponsor to link to their website) 

CASIO 
Adam Dovico 

ETA hand2mind 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

Jerry Pallotta, Author 
TaborRotationInstitutes 

 

Gold Sponsors 
Candice Brucke 

Carnegie Learning 

Bernard Frost 
Francis Marion University 

SREB 

Silver Sponsor 
Texas Instruments 

Contact 

SCCTM.exhibits@gmail.com 

for Sponsorship opportunities. 

http://www.casioeducation.com
http://www.insidetrenches.com
http://www.hand2mind.com
http://www.hmhco.com
http://www.jerrypallotta.com
http://www.glennatabor.com
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News from EdVenture Children’s Museum 
Copies are also available for teachers at EdVenture’s Welcome desk. To book 

programs, please call 803-400-1151 or email bookit@edventure.org. 

mailto:bookit@edventure.org
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SCCTM 2015-2016 Officers 

President 

Bill Whitmire  

Francis Marion University 
Florence, SC  
Horry County 

President-Elect 

Morondo Lewis 

Eau Claire High School 

Columbia, SC  
Richland County 

Past President 

Christi Fricks 

Riverside Middle School 
Anderson County 

Secretary 

Susie Teague 

S2tem Centers SC  
Upcountry Region 

Treasurer 

Terri Dew 

S2tem Centers SC  

NCTM Representative 

Mary Pat Sjostrom 

Winthrop University 
Rock Hill, SC 
York County 

Government Relations 

Christie Reid 

Clover School District 2 
Rock Hill, SC 
York County 

Vice President for Elementary 

Wanda Noblin 

Cowpens Elementary School 
Cowpens, SC 
Spartanburg County 

Vice President for Middle 

Brenda Elmore 

Riverside Middle School 
Pendleton, SC 
Anderson County 

Vice President for Secondary 

Karen Threlkeld 

TL Hanna High School 
Anderson, SC 
Anderson County 

Vice President for Post Secondary 

Bridget Coleman 

USC Aiken 
Aiken, SC 
Aiken County 

Vice President at Large 

Alisa Hobgood  
West Florence High School 
Florence, SC 
Florence County 

SC Department of Education 

Representative 

Janel Johnson 

State Department of Education 
Columbia, SC 
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SCCTM Managers 

SCCTM Committee Chairs 

Commercial Exhibit 

Manager 

Lane Peeler 

State Dept. of Ed.—Retired 
Columbia, SC 

Database/Membership 
Manager 

Cindy Parker 

Sumter, SC 

IT/AV Manager 

Bill Gillam 

Retired Educator 

Blythewood, SC 
Richland County 

Program Manager/ 

Executive Director 

Ann Senn 

J F Bailey & Associates, Inc. 
Columbia, SC 

Awards Committee Chair—Christie Reid 

Door Prizes Committee Chair— Erica Aiken 

Educators’ Scholarship Committee Chair—Bridget Coleman 

Grant Awards Committee Chair—Morondo Lewis 

Nominating Committee Chair— Sharon O’Kelley 

Pre-Service Scholarship Committee Chair—Gina Dunn 

Program Chair—Christi Fricks 

Publications Chair—Alisa Hobgood 

Site Committee Chair—Bill Whitmire 

Special Training Committee Chair—Marc Drews 

Student Pages Committee Chair—Leigh Haltiwanger 

 

SCCTM Important Dates to Remember 

November 10 - 11, 2016 ...... SCCTM Fall Conference in Greenville 

April 2017 .  .......  ........  ....... NCTM Annual Conference 

April 15, 2017……………………… Teacher Grant Applications Due 

July 15, 2017 .....  ........  ....... Award Nominations Due 

September 15, 2017 ....  ....... Scholarship Applications Due 


